[Flecainide by the intravenous route: a new method for decreasing auricular fibrillation].
The action of intravenous flecainide was studied in patients presenting a tachyarrhythmia secondary to a permanent atrial fibrillation of recent onset. We obtained 9 improvements in 15 patients included in the protocol which consisted in the intravenous injection of 2 mg/kg of flecainide in 10 minutes. The side effects were minimal: no sign of cardia insufficiency nor alteration of the arterial blood pressure was noted. Nevertheless, although interesting, this method to decrease atrial fibrillation is not, in our opinion, destined to replace external electrical shock, except in some special cases.